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After the Bomb -
Can Collective Violence Be Prevented?

Conlribuled by Margret Ruefler: Phu. 1989

he island of Bali is a very special place, aml the Balinese are 5

vy special people—inimitalily groceful, prctiving their vere spes

ianl bsncl o Bhae Himdu religion, Therefore, the aftermall of the
colbective trouma cavsed by Wie Bl explssion is alse being landled in
a special wi

Every day, in many of the villages, parificiadion blessing and healing cene-
mnnics are fmully conductod by the pricsts im the presence of e
while village —chanling. proving, and making oiferings o e gods of the
tskanil. The lepder of one village where we hiwve several progsams in s
slum arca. told me over and over, "The gods must have wanted il olher-
wise il coubd pal Dave hagpemsl We are so embarmssed Lo laoe been
e o profect owr guels aid vsitors." The bombr seemed B live il
coch Balinee i the hearl, leaving a deep wounh, as i the bomb orsles
Iuiedd Eormn ko the heard of e fslangl,

Walking tovard the bomb sile. the main streel of Kuks wiss nearly eiply,
The area wis cordoaed off, with huge excovalors on the street, | was
allowed o enter the arca o lake a piclure of the countless wieatles laid
tewn on Lhe sidewalk | saw a white man, perdiys mowming a foreign
towrist, cancfully pull oul a singde wreath and strighien oul the witing
o qricce of fabric; B e, "Dear Lasre You will sever e gone. Wie will
meeel vour agadn in e olher world, Mom and Pop”

The place had an cerie stillness alout iL in spile of the hige ecaaior
Right mest 1o i a lage group of Balinese in traditional coremonial sarh
were holding a ceremony. Accoding to tradition, the spirl of every
Rilinese is embedded in the benjor: the village unit of bith, even while
livirgg Tm the city o an another island. Aller death, the spirnil & called
back by the pricst or Bralman to the bl vilkage. whens e person is
cremated ina mosl elalwrale coremony, After the bomb, however, any
bewfics amd baody pirds of Balinese victims il could be identified were
packaged in hags aned retumed 1o their nspeclive villages, bul many
remained missing. This befl the villages with a gread dilemmie becanse (he
Balinese helicve that the entine hody miel be cremated Lo assure o prop-
er rgincamalion in o whaole body, Some villages decided ool e open (e
hugls with the remains, 1o avoid confronting the issae, In other villases,
missing parls were restruchured with elay in onder to allow the person
progser indamation, On this day, & groap of villagers have chosen o
honar their missing amd begsin Useir own healing by hedding e LI
al e boamb sile,

The attack loached evervone—sundvens, their elalives, reseue workers,
Al eviery resident ar louris—while constant media reports fed fhe grow-
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